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Chairman Yamamoto, Vice Chairman McCann, Representatives Boyle, Clow,
Mendive, Ehardt, Wisniewski, Garner, Hawkins, Hill (Brown), Lanting, Nelsen,
Price, Sauter, Berch, Galaviz, Mathias

Rep. Boyle
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end of session the sign-in sheet will be filed with the minutes in the Legislative

Library.

Chair Yamamoto called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.

Rep. Sauter made a motion to approve the minutes of February 9, 2024. Motion
carried by voice vote.

Sen. Den Hartog presented H 529, proposed legislation regarding the Public
Charter School Revolving Loan Fund. She said this legislation would provide
new public charter schools with a zero percent interest loan to assist with facility
acquisition, construction or renovation. She explained a technical correction to the

statute in regards to the Idaho Housing and Finance Association.

Rep. Galaviz made a motion to send H 529 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Horman will sponsor
the bill on the floor.

Rep. Wheeler presented RS 31308, proposed legislation regarding age-appropriate
Holocaust education. Rep. Mickelsen explained why this legislation is presented
as a resolution instead of a bill. Committee members discussed other types of
history not be forgotten.

Rep. Garner made a motion to introduce RS 31308. Motion carried by voice vote.

Rep. Galaviz presented RS 31342, proposed legislation regarding reading
assessment exemption which would replace H 451. She said this legislation would
include a section on dyslexia.

Rep. Lanting made a motion to introduce RS 31342. Motion carried by voice

vote.

Rep. Clow presented H 500, legislation regarding the Idaho Opportunity
Scholarship. He said this legislation would eliminate the potential for duplication of
funding for students who may qualify for the Opportunity Scholarship and Idaho
Launch Grants. He explained how students would be allowed to use the funds

at a community college and spoke about availability adjustments made for adult
students.

In response to committee comments, Rep. Mathias said the legislative intent would
help part time students as well as full time students.

nd H 500 to the floor with a DO PASS

Rep. Nelson made a motion to se .
will sponsor the bill

recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Clow
on the floor.



Rep. Mathias presented H 539, legislation regarding the handling of harassment,
intimidation, and bullying of students. He said this legislation would require
corresponding action be done and update recording requirements. He stressed
the importance of support for parents by providing information about mental health
awareness.

Committee members spoke about local district policy and proper training. They
said schools may have differing views of the definition of bullying and mentioned
guidance for school districts. Suicide prevention and possible school shooting was
discussed. They also spoke about parent liability for student actions.

Ryan Cantrell, Chief Deputy Superintendent, State Department of Education,
spoke in response to committee questions. He said the cost and burden this
legislation may require differs depending on current policy at schools and districts.
He explained the need for administrators to not just provide material but to take
action. Student survey's and student behavioral mental health working groups
were also discussed.

Those speaking in support of H 539, were Morgan Ballis, School Resource
Officer, and Katie Russell, Idaho School Boards Association. They said H 539
would help bring equity to school safety practices, communication, and parent
engagement concerning violence and self-harm prevention.

Rep. Berch made a motion to send H 539 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation.

Committee members said parents and families are critical partners with schools
and spoke about the need to address these issues.

Chair Yamamoto called for a vote on the motion to send H 539 to the floor with
a DO PASS recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Mathias will
sponsor the bill on the floor.

There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting
adjourned at 10:04 am.
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Chairman Yamamoto, Vice Chairman McCann, Representatives Clow, Mendive,
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ommittee secretary's office; following the

The sign-in sheet will be retained in the c
led with the minutes in the Legislative

end of session the sign-in sheet will be fi
Library.
Chair Yamamoto called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.

Jared Tatro, Deputy Division Manager, Budget & Policy Division, spoke about

education budget recommendations to present to JFAC. He explained budget policy
and negotiations, state wide impact, and demonstrated how to find budget analysis
reports on the legislative website.

Rep. Furniss presented RS 31370, proposed legislation regarding limitations on
county and municipal indebtedness, including schools. He spoke about statewide

elections and percentage requirements to approve indebtedness.
Rep. Lanting made a motion to introduce RS 31370. Motion carried by voice

vote.

Rep. Bundy presented H 580, legislation regarding military leave for public school

district and public charter school employees. He spoke about differing policies
throughout the state concerning military leave and said this legislation provides
support for military members by providing a minimum of ten paid contract days.

Rep. Lanting made a motion to send H 580 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Bundy will sponsor the bill

on the floor.

Rep. Erickson pres
this legislation provid
classroom managem
physical restraint.
Rep. Nelsen made a motion to send H 581 to the floor with a DO PASS
recommendation. Motion carried by voice vote. Rep. Erickson will sponsor

the bill on the floor.
Rep. Wheeler presente

ented H 581, legislation regarding physical restraint. He said
es updated language to clarify use of physical escort as a
ent technique and when action is needed to terminate a

d HCR 25, legislation regarding Holocaust education.

He spoke about developing resources and guidance for educators and accurate
curriculum material. Rep. Wheeler stated HCR 25 asks to prioritize Holocaust

education in the next Idaho State Standards review.
Rep. McCann made a motion to send HCR 25 to the floor with a DO PASS

recommendation.
Norma Staaf testified in support of HCR 25 and spoke about the value of teaching
accurate history and said those who do not know history will repeat it.



Pastor David McGarrah, Christians United for Israel (CUFI), testified in support of

HCR 25. He said there is a great need for this resolution and it is greatly overdue.
He said CUFI leadership reviewed and support HCR 25,

Committee members commented on denial of history and the importance of
properly educating students. They shared support of this legislation.

Chair Yamamoto called for a roll call vote on the motion to send HGR 25 to the
floor with a DO PASS recommendation. Motion carried by a vote of 16 AYE and 0
NAY. Voting in favor of the motion: Reps. Yamamoto, McCann, Clow, Mendive,
Ehardt, Wisniewski, Garner, Hawkins, Hill, Lanting, Melsen, Price, Sauter,
Berch, Galaviz, and Mathias. Rep. Wheeler will sponsor the bill on the flaor

There being no further business to come before the committee the meeting
adjourned at 10:18 am.

ve Yamamoto

Amy Bengtzen
Secretary



] el (CUFI), testified in support of
: €re is a great need for this resolution and it is greatly overdue.
He said CUF| leadership reviewed and support HCR 25,

Committee members com

mented on denial of history and the importance of
properly educating studen

ts. They shared Support of this legislation.

ROLL CALL Chair Yamamoto called for a roll call vote on the motion to send HCR 25 to the
VOTE: floor with a DO PASS recommendation. Motion carried by a vote of 16 AYE and 0
NAY. Voting in favor of the motion: Reps. Yamamoto, McCann, Clow, Mendive,
Ehardt, Wisniewski, Garner, Hawkins, Hill, Lanting, Nelsen, Price, Sauter,
Berch, Galaviz, and Mathias. Rep. Wheeler will sponsor the bill on the floor
ADJOURN: There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting
adjourned at 10:18 am.
Representative Yamamoto Amy Bengtzen
Chair

Secretary
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the minutes in the committee's office until the end of the session and will then be
located on file with the minutes in the Legislative Services Library.

Chairman Lent called the meeting of the Senate Education Committee (Committee)

to order at 3:00 p.m.
HOLOCAUST EDUCATION - States findings of the Legislature and encourages
the Idaho State Department of Education to review and consider the adoption
of age-appropriate Holocaust education in school districts and public
charter schools. Representative Mickelsen spoke to HCR 25. She said that

the impetus behind the bill was to counter growing Holocaust denialism and to

set standards regarding Holocaust instruction in Idaho schools. Representative
Mickelsen introduced Representative llana Rubel to tell her personal story about
the Holocaust. Representative Rubel shared that she was Jewish and that her
family was persecuted during the Holocaust. She voiced concern about the rise
in Holocaust denialism and ignorance of Holocaust history. Representative
Rubel introduced Representative Wheeler to explain HCR 25. Representative
Wheeler commented that through the legislative process he and Representative
Mickelsen received feedback to include other persecuted groups in the Holocaust
standards, as well as information about the circumstances and policies that led to
the genocide. He shared that a conversation they had with the Consul General of

Israel was very powerful and helped drive HCR 25.

Senator Lenney asked for insight into what was currently taught in Idaho schools
regarding the Holocaust. Representative Wheeler replied that there was a
patchwork of instruction. He explained that this inconsistency was one reason
for the resolution to adopt standards regarding Holocaust history instruction. He
pointed out that local districts retained control and chose their own curriculum.

Senator Nichols asked Debbie Critchfield, Superintendent of Public Instruction,
whether Holocaust history was taught in Idaho schools. Superintendent
Critchfield said that there were strands of Holocaust history in a variety of social
studies topics. However, she pointed out that all standards were on a 5-year review
cycle at which time topics were easily added or removed at the discretion of the
review committee and leadership. She said that HCR 25 established standards that
remained despite who served on a committee or in leadership at the Department
of Education in the future. Senator Nichols asked what the next steps were if
the resolution passed. Superintendent Critchfield explained the Department

of Education was currently in the cycle to review social studies standards which
was ideal timing to guide and direct committee members on the standards. She
added that the standards were then approved by the legislature in 2025 and sent

to the school districts.



TESTIMONY:

MOTION:

PRESENTATION:

DISCUSSION:

ADJOURNED:

Senator Lenney asked why the focus was on one genocide and not on other world
genocides or on the teaching of genocide in general. Representative Wheeler
replied that HCR 25 was a product of timing and a response to concerns expressed
regarding Holocaust instruction.

Norma Staaf testified in favor of HCR 25. Ms. Staaf shared that she was the
daughter of a World War |l refugee and a history teacher. She expressed shock at
the rise of Holocaust denialism and anti-Semitism in Idaho in recent years. She
asserted that instruction about the Holocaust in the broader context proposed by
this bill helped children to learn critical reasoning skills. She pointed out that those
who do not know history were doomed to repeat it.

Written testimony submitted online from Ms. Staaf appears in Attachment 1.

Senator Ward-Engelking moved to send HCR 25 to the floor with a do pass
recommendation. Senator Toews seconded the motion. The motion carried by
voice vote.

The State Board's Open Education Initiative. Dr. TJ Bliss, Chief Academic
Officer, Office of the State Board of Education, provided an update on the State
Board's Open Education Initiative (Attachment 2). Dr. Bliss explained that the
State Board of Education had a priority to increase access and affordability for
students in higher eduction. One strategy that the State Board of Education and
the legislature embraced was to decrease the cost of instructional materials. He
shared that the State Board of Education adopted a policy called Instructional
Materials Access and Affordability in 2021 which required 4-year institutions in
Idaho to implement a plan to increase the access and affordability of instructional
materials. The legislature appropriated funding in 2022 to support the initiative. He
reported that the 4-year colleges made great progress in the effort to increase
access and affordability by the establishment of institutional committees to steer
cost saving strategies, systematic course markings, the development of zero-cost
or very low cost pathways, and the inclusion of affordability efforts in the faculty
tenure and promotion process. He shared a breakdown of the investment by the

State of Idaho and the cost savings to students to date.

Senator Nichols asked Dr. Bliss if he expected more funding to be necessary. Dr.
Bliss stated that the 4-year institutions spent more efficiently than anticipated. He
added that funding from the original appropriation remained and that the institutions
planned to develop more zero-cost or low cost pathways with it. He expressed the
desire to observe as the institutions spent the available funding over the next one
to two years. He said that he welcomed future investment but that it needed to

be strategic.
There being no further business at this time, Chairman Lent adjourned the meeting

at 3:38 p.m.

Senator Lent
Chair

Lisa Stein
Secretary
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