
Date : 2/16/2019 4:23:53 PM
From : "Tara Wolfson" twolfson@idahorefugees.org
To : "Lindsay Schubiner" lindsays@wscpdx.org
Cc : "Ellen Campfield Nelson" Ellen@agnewbeck.com, "Karan Tucker"
ktucker@jannus.org, "Christina Bruce-Bennion"
cbrucebennion@idahorefugees.org, "Lana Graybeal"
lgraybeal@cityofboise.org, "arm.laura@gmail.com" arm.laura@gmail.com,
"arm.nick@gmail.com" arm.nick@gmail.com, "Kathleen Nelson
knelson@jannus.org Jessica Perkins jperkins@cityofboise.org"
IMCEAINVALID-Kathleen+20Nelson+20+3Cknelson+40jannus+2Eorg+3E
+20Jessica+20Perkins+20+3Cjperkins+40cityofboise+2Eorg
+3E@namprd12.prod.outlook.com, "tony.fisk@saintalphonsus.org"
tony.fisk@saintalphonsus.org, "Bryan Lyda" Bryan@engagingvoices.org,
"Slobodanka Hodzic" shodzic@jannus.org, "Kara Fink"
kfink@idahorefugees.org, "megan.schwab@rescue.org"
megan.schwab@rescue.org, "Kelly Miller" kelly@engagingvoices.org,
"mjournee@cityofboise.org" mjournee@cityofboise.org, "Haley Williams"
hiwilliams@cityofboise.org, "Julianne D.Tzul"
julianne.donnellytzul@rescue.org, "Kara Fink" kfink@idahorefugees.org,
"Zeze Rwasama" ZRwasama@refugeecenter.csi.edu,
"gina_m_finley@hotmail.com" gina_m_finley@hotmail.com, "Leo Morales"
lmorales@acluidaho.org, "Maria Andrade" minboise@gmail.com, "Ashley
Davis" adavis@jannus.org, "Amy Herzfeld-Copple" amyh@wscpdx.org
Subject : [External] RE: Far-right media sites picking up the assault story
  
Thank you, Lindsay, for the update. Below is my draft statement, in case this helps as
you work on talking points. I might not be the right messenger, but I wanted to get
something on paper. 
 
On the local media front, the Statesman Story which had an inflammatory
headline changed about an hour ago. There was pressure from tweeters and
readers. I think it would be good to have a few leaders from the African
community join our conversation. I am thinking Buta and will send him an email.
The local comments are very anti-Islam, so representation from the Mosque would
be a good addition as well. Do people have other suggestions? –Tara 
 

“As a woman, a mother, and a leader, I am deeply saddened by each and every
case of sexual assault and violence against women—the ones that we hear about
and the ones that never get reported. These types of incidents, including the
recently alleged rapes in Kuna, have no place in our community. Far too many
women and girls experience sexual violence in Idaho and across the U.S. The
media, the courts and the public at large must remember that national origin,
race, and class are not relevant factors in this recent case or any others. The
epidemic of sexual assault impacts all of our communities, across all
demographics. There is no place for bigotry or discrimination in our criminal
justice system, nor in the court of public opinion. Every case must be decided on
its own merits and not through a racist or xenophobic lens. We urge our neighbors



and friends across the community to work to combat violence against women in
every corner of the state and nation.” 
 
 
From: Lindsay Schubiner [mailto:lindsays@wscpdx.org] 
Sent: Saturday, February 16, 2019 3:33 PM
To: Tara Wolfson <twolfson@idahorefugees.org>
Cc: Ellen Campfield Nelson <Ellen@agnewbeck.com>; Karan Tucker
<ktucker@jannus.org>; Christina Bruce-Bennion <cbrucebennion@idahorefugees.org>;
Lana Graybeal <lgraybeal@cityofboise.org>; arm.laura@gmail.com; arm.nick@gmail.com;
Kathleen Nelson <knelson@jannus.org> Jessica Perkins <jperkins@cityofboise.org>;
tony.fisk@saintalphonsus.org; Bryan Lyda <Bryan@engagingvoices.org>; Slobodanka
Hodzic <shodzic@jannus.org>; Kara Fink <kfink@idahorefugees.org>;
megan.schwab@rescue.org; Kelly Miller <kelly@engagingvoices.org>;
mjournee@cityofboise.org; Haley Williams <hiwilliams@cityofboise.org>; Julianne D.Tzul
<julianne.donnellytzul@rescue.org>; Zeze Rwasama <ZRwasama@refugeecenter.csi.edu>;
gina_m_finley@hotmail.com; Leo Morales <lmorales@acluidaho.org>; Maria Andrade
<minboise@gmail.com>; Ashley Davis <adavis@jannus.org>; Amy Herzfeld-Copple
<amyh@wscpdx.org>
Subject: Far-right media sites picking up the assault story
 
Hi all,
 
Thanks for taking the time to jump on a call with us yesterday. 
 
I wanted to send everyone a heads up that the assault story seems to now be gaining
some traction online. The Daily Caller and the Gateway Pundit have both picked up
the story.
 
The social media posts I'm seeing about the story come with plenty of anti-refugee
and anti-Black vitriol, not surprisingly. It's not getting a ton of attention yet, but
definitely has the potential to snowball given the readership levels of the sites that
have picked it up. 
 
The Gateway Pundit published their story last night, and the Daily Caller story
went up a few hours ago. We haven't seen anything on this yet from anti-refugee
figures like Ann Corcoran or Brigitte Gabriel. 
 
I'll keep you posted as this evolves. We are refining the messaging points we
discussed yesterday and I'll send those along as soon as possible. Feel free to be in
touch in the meantime if we can help in any way.
 
Best,
Lindsay
 
On Fri, Feb 15, 2019 at 12:52 PM Tara Wolfson <twolfson@idahorefugees.org>
wrote:

Dear Friends,
 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdailycaller.com%2F2019%2F02%2F16%2Ftanzanian-refugees-charged-idaho-gang-rape%2F&data=01%7C01%7Clgraybeal%40cityofboise.org%7Cadc17ea6af614e6c6a6708d69465d047%7Cda3e15835c884f8ea832bd79cbd319cb%7C0&sdata=DPxgAPNcTBODKIHSVQ%2BXNvpWKqkBxN6vVd7e7s2GkbQ%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fwww.thegatewaypundit.com%252f2019%252f02%252ftanzanian-refugees-arrested-for-gang-rape-of-18-year-old-idaho-woman%252f%26c%3DE%2C1%2CdsFCQpz5QWjNNp1OCJXBIllk3ncKT7XYwavQxed4YDzCclbVnegA6_D6oSaBXZdwptiGqlluBIZsy9xY9Cel1_eLHMfCohCxzAcLVtap2WFzsZA%2C%26typo%3D1&data=01%7C01%7Clgraybeal%40cityofboise.org%7Cadc17ea6af614e6c6a6708d69465d047%7Cda3e15835c884f8ea832bd79cbd319cb%7C0&sdata=Qgkhn4c1YqvRt%2Ft2bYg5iz41qnptUIRUJyCWIS6kP%2Bw%3D&reserved=0
mailto:twolfson@idahorefugees.org


In light of current events in the national media we are concerned the recent news
below could have even bigger implications. In addition to avoiding reporter calls today, I
reached out to Western States Center and they thought that it was important that we
all connect today. They offered to facilitate a call at 4:30 PM today. The call in number is
208.955.6550 #7800. 
 
-Tara
 
 
Hello all, 
 
I know you are all already aware of the arrests made by Ada county in regarding a to a
rape investigation. This is the press-release post form Ada County. In case any of you
had not seen it yet 
 

https://adacounty.id.gov/sheriff/news/four-boise-teenagers-arrested-on-rape-charges/

Four Boise teenagers arrested on rape charges

 

Four male Boise teenagers who had illegal sexual contact with an 18-year-old girl earlier
this month are charged with rape.

Swedi Iyombelo, Mulanga Rashidi, and Elias Lupango are all being held in the Ada
County Jail and are set to make their initial court appearances Friday afternoon.

 

A 16-year-old boy arrested Friday morning will be held at Ada County’s Juvenile
Detention facility.

 

Deputies with the ACTION team arrested Iyombelo and Rashidi, who are both 18-years-
old, near a fast-food restaurant in Kuna Thursday morning. Deputies arrested the 19-
year-old Lupango Thursday afternoon in east Boise.

 

Kuna Police began their investigation Feb. 8 after being contacted by a third party.

 

The girl told investigators she was with Iyolmbelo, who she just recently met, the night
before in a car in a Kuna neighborhood when he began to have sexual contact with her.

 

A short time later, the three other teenage boys showed up. All four then forced
themselves on the girl in the car.

 

Detectives continued to investigate the case and develop evidence – including
interviews — before arresting all four suspects between Thursday and Friday morning.

 

The crime of rape, a felony, is punishable by up to life in prison.

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fna01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%252f%253furl%253dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Fadacounty.id.gov%25252Fsheriff%25252Fnews%25252Ffour-boise-teenagers-arrested-on-rape-charges%2526data%253d01%25257C01%25257Cmruffalo%252540cityofboise.org%25257Ca4ac400f562f46b4734b08d693769b59%25257Cda3e15835c884f8ea832bd79cbd319cb%25257C0%2526sdata%253d5Md30R2wjl9Ek9gDKlCm4SNXJXLxhS47fdVXpoBHi8w%25253D%2526reserved%253d0%26c%3DE%2C1%2Co1kcR2_imCso_LIUEIyf-uF5cA26B_CVAl8qNl_Fm8LHk5c1hWcNurYiY25L5hKGUP9Ob1K4hZrvibo01RNVBbcnT3Zp5xCrgsT6w3HCZqw8%26typo%3D1&data=01%7C01%7Clgraybeal%40cityofboise.org%7Cadc17ea6af614e6c6a6708d69465d047%7Cda3e15835c884f8ea832bd79cbd319cb%7C0&sdata=E8ozTMiCoGtloJmt4UsOsAVKfn%2Fuwk7Yz1cMds7IgyE%3D&reserved=0


 

 
 
Tara Wolfson | Director
Idaho Office for Refugees 
Phone  208-955-6527
www.idahorefugees.org
www.globaltalentidaho.org
www.globalgardensboise.org
www.elcboise.org
www.jannus.org 
 
 
 

 
-- 
Your support makes a difference in our ability to provide critical programming for racial and
gender justice. Can you give a donation today at westernstatescenter.org?
 
Lindsay Schubiner | MOMENTUM Program Director
My gender pronouns are: she / her / hers
lindsays@wscpdx.org | (510) 629-1556
Western States Center | PO Box 40305, Portland, OR 97240
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